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Anti-Sandinista Rebel Says

7T

o By DON SHANNON Fémes Stoff Wrizey *

€% WASHINGTON—A Notre Dame ‘gragduate now jead-:
dng a rebel-movement fighting sthe ‘Sandinista gov--
‘“ernment.of Nicaragua says he &nowsof 20TIA money
~coming 1o his sorganization but suspects ithat there s .
leamre and makes no apologies if itistrie: " = s eiks

-
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15 ! "-operating from
‘Ton. Asked at-a’recent meeting-with ‘reparters if Cla
“support jeopardizes the force's credibility, hereplied: .
“No, the ClAispartof xhe'U.S.«gova'nment:’}i R
Calero said the House Intelligence Committee acted
“with insufficient knowledge of the facts” when it voted.
last week to cut-off funds for counterrevolutionary
activity in Nicaragua. He expressed satistaction with the
Senate Intelligence Committee’s.action Priday, which
would continue ‘such financing -until Sept. 30 and
reassess Administration policy then.. - &
* *“This gives us time."he said. *It’s abalanced decision:

“:1don’t want the Administration to give “help with its
reyescloged” .- .= with
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s Calero acknowledged that -formers{'ugbmm of the’
sate Nicaraguan dictator. Anastasio Samoza have joined

“his rebel .group—“We -can't help “but use former
National Guardsmen”—but he said’ that one-time
#Somocistas, as_the -fallen dictator's supporters were
called, fill the ranks of the Sandinistasaswell - .

¥ *“The Sandinistas have -betrayed the (Nicaraguan)

‘Tevolution and-have taken on the tharacter of ‘the

‘Somocistas,” Calerc said. e T _

A one-time businessman who managed the Coca-Cola
bottling piant in ‘Managua, Calero said he opposed the
Somoza dynasty and was jailed for his ‘political views,
the last time for helping 1o organize a strike against the
‘Somoza regime just before itscollapse. <7 - ‘
He never joined the Sandinistas, e 53id, 'giving them
“the benefit of the doubt for a long time™.and trying to
help rebuild the post-revolutionary. aconomy. He left
the country last Becember and now livesin CostaRica.
"-Rebels Meet Little Resistapee ** ~7¢"=7nz s oo

Calero placed the strength of Democratic Force'’s:
guerrillas at “seven to eight thousand” and conceded
that they have no chance to defeat the large Sandinista -
army and militia. He said, however, that commando.
units have penetrated to within 60 miles of ‘Managua,
encountering little resistance .and inflicting casualties,
on government forces at arateof 40toone.” . - ,

“The Sandinistas are sending young fanatics to fight :
us in the north,” he said “When they get killed, they ;
have big burial ceremonies 1o rally the people, but it's
been counterproductive because the people see the |
resistance is serious. Contra (for- counterrevolutionary )
is now a nice word in Nicaragua” -
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The $l-year-old Nicaraguan said the Democratic
Force iscseeking only 1o pressure the Siundinistas :into
honoring -their 1979 spledge “to the -Organization .of
American States: 10 guarantee individualfreedoms.and

‘1ohold-elections under international supervision: #<= ::x ..

-"The "white-haired »Calero,sawhosobtained = mcience

1 took smanagement ~courses.;

1962, said the Sandinistas have reated economictchaos -
withshortages of food and basicigoods ina coumtryaof =
small businesses and farmsthat once exported foed: <52
+0f ‘the Sandinistas’ -claimed -achievemerns, ibe 8aid:"”
*“They say they're providing ‘health-care butyonscan’t
find av aspirin in the country. The literacy campaign
was.a:good idea, but a teen-ager can’t teach an-adult'to
read4n-two months, and they’ve never issued a yeport
ontheprogram.” - - .. o - L
Unless the Sandinistas are ousted, Calero ‘said. the
United States will “find itself involved ina Tealwarin-
Central America.” He asserted that Guatemalan.Com- -
munists have infiltrated Guatemalan refugee-camps in
southern Mexico and said that if Marxists expand ‘their °
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domination of Central American government, Mexico

willbe an eventual target. -« .
‘“However, the Nicaraguan said he doubts that Oentral
_Amenmns will succumb to Marxism. IR s

gua’s Marxist “sister state,” be said, “Personally, I't -
rather have Wisconsin.” Coln
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